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TOWN OF WENHAM 
Wenham Select Board 
September 8, 2021 
Town Hall, 138 Main Street 
Executive Session 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, MGL Chapter 30 A, §§ 18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk 
delivered to all Board members, a meeting of the Select Board (SB) was held on Wednesday, September 8, 
2021 at 6pm. The Governor extended the suspension of certain provisions of the open meeting law that 
authorizes all members of a public body to continue participating in meetings remotely until April 1, 2022. 
Please be advised that this open meeting was broadcast live via Zoom.  

The Select Board serves as the chief executive body of the Town. The Board's duties include in part appointing 
the Town Administrator and other board/committee members, developing goals & policies, preparing the town 
report, the annual budget, & presenting the warrant for Town Meeting. The Board typically meets the first & 
third Tuesday of each month at 6:30 pm in Town Hall. The Select Board meetings are posted on the Town 
calendar. The Town has a three-member Select Board elected for three-year terms with one seat up for election 
each year. The Select Board has a representative on the Veterans Committee, Iron Rail Commission, Wenham 
Affordable Housing Trust; Finance & Advisory Appointing Committee (Chair). Select Board Members: Catherine 
Harrison (2022) Affordable Housing Trust; Gary Cheeseman (2023 Audit Committee & Veterans Committee; 
Dianne Bucco (2024)  

Call to Order: With a quorum present Ms. Harrison called the Executive Session meeting to order at 6:09 PM 
per M.G.L. Ch. 30A, § 21 (A)(1) –To discuss complaints against a public officer, employee, staff member, or 
individual.  

Select Board present: Catherine Harrison, Chair; Gary Cheeseman, Vice Chair; Dianne Bucco, Clerk Also 
present: Ryan Ferrara, Town Administrator; Leonard H. Kesten, Special Town Counsel  

Discussion regarding V. Town of Wenham: Attorney Kesten explained that he was invited to the 
Executive Session to provide the Select Board with an update on the V. Town of Wenham matter. 
Currently, Attorney Kesten is working on the submission of a Position Statement to the Massachusetts 
Commission Against Discrimination (MCAD) due by September 10, 2021. A draft of the document was 
provided to the Select Board a few hours prior to the Executive Session.  

Redacted records from medical team have been provided to Attorney Kesten who is now seeking to mediate 
the case. Dates for the mediation have been proposed to representative, Attorney Davis.  

Ms. Harrison asked Attorney Kesten whether the judgement in the mediation would be binding. Attorney 
Kesten responded in the affirmative and explained that the mediator’s job is to have both parties work 
cooperatively to reach a settlement.  

Mr. Cheeseman, expressed that he was pleased that the case was working toward mediation. The Town would 
like to have this matter settled.  

Attorney Kesten indicated that if the Select Board were interested in having the insurance company settle the 
case, the Select Board should make a formal motion allowing the insurance company to settle the V. 
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Town of Wenham matter on the town’s behalf. It is unlikely Attorney Davis will want this case to proceed in 
the MCAD as the MCAD process often takes an extended period to settle.  

Ms. Harrison indicated she did not have the opportunity to fully review the draft position statement and 
would like the time to review and provide feedback on the draft. Attorney Kesten indicated that if the Select 
Board were to direct him to seek to settle the case, he could use this charge as a basis to work with Attorney 
Davis on the settlement and extend the submission date for the Position Statement to the MCAD beyond the 
September 10th due date. This step would allow Ms. Harrison more time to review the Position Statement, 
presuming the Position Statement would even need to be submitted, if a settlement couldn’t be reached.  

Ms. Harrison, with the assistance of Attorney Kesten, made the following motion: The Wenham Select Board 
authorizes the Massachusetts Interlocal Insurance Association (MIIA) and Attorney Kesten to settle the matter 
of V. Town of Wenham via a mediated settlement. Mr. Cheeseman seconded the motion. A roll call vote was  
taken as follows: Cheeseman, aye; Bucco, aye; and, Harrison, aye.  

Attorney Kesten subsequently committed to reach out to Attorney Davis to work toward seeking an extension 
for the submission of the Position Statement to MCAD.  

A motion was made at 6:34 PM by Ms. Harrison to end the Executive Session and enter into Open Session. A 
roll call vote was taken as follows: Cheeseman, aye; Bucco, aye; and, Harrison, aye, to reenter Open Session.  

The Executive Session ended at 6:34 PM.  

Respectfully Submitted By 
Ryan Ferrara, Town Administrator  

 


